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into the centre of Germany, and even to Poland and
Russia.

They had not in Scania, as at Bergen,, a regularly
organized factory, but the Witten stood under super-
intendence, while at adjacent Malmo they founded a
permanent colony, under the jurisdiction of an alder-
man, who administered Liibeck law and watched over
the Witten trade with jealous care. Here each town
had its guild representative, often its house, and here
annually a dignitary from Liibeck would pay a
passing visit in order to adjust quarrels and investi-
gate the state of trade.

The u Scandinavian travellers/' as they were named,
instituted a number of companies with rules of a
religious, commercial, and worldly-sensuous character.
Thus the " Pious Brotherhood of Malmo" buried
every poor stranger with the same church pornp,
costly palls, candles and masses, as they would one of
their own members. No one was admitted into the
brotherhood who was at feud with one of its associates.
No one might enter the common room bearing arms.
A member who introduced a guest was responsible for
his good behaviour. In a word, the regulations were
of a certain humane character, far different from those
which obtained at Bergen. They were evidently
copied from those of the guilds in the Hanseatic and
other towns of the Middle Ages.

Until early in the sixteenth century the League
retained in undiminished vigour its advantages in
Scandinavia, To break their power it was necessary
for the Dutch to discover a better mode of salting the
fish. Then the fish itself came in smaller shoals to